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Art Unit: 3617 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because legal phraseology such as 
means has been used in the abstract. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , "the cover side" and "the base side" lack antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Rutter. 
Rutter discloses a method of lifting 

a vessel 228 comprising the steps of: 

placing a vessel lift (see figure 1 ) into a body of water, where the vessel lift includes at 
least two support members 32 and 34, at least 
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two pontoon chambers 22, 24, 26, or 28 and at least guides 1 16, 1 18, 120 and 122 
adjacent to 

the at least two pontoon chambers; 

submerging the vessel lift into the water by allowing the 

influx of water into at least two pontoon chambers (see figure 5), 

positioning a vessel 228 between at least two guides, where 

said at least two guides extend vertically from the vessel lift; 

infusioning air into the at least two pontoon 

and 

chambers (see figure 4), and 

controlling the elevation of the vessel lift 

by controlling 

the airflow into 

the pontoon chambers. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eva III et al. 
The lift is shown in figure 1 . With regard to the elements of the lift being plastic note 
column 4, lines 9-14 and lines 20-22. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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8. Claims 1-6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claim 1 and the claims depending therefrom are indicated as containing 
allowable subject matter because none of the art of record including Rutter taken alone 
or incombination fairly teach or suggest the vessel lift as defined in claim 1 with the 
cover side having an arcuate top longitudinal surface, with the base side being 
substantially flat and each chamber having an upper arcuate configuration 
longitudinally. 

Claim 8 is indicated as containing allowable subject matter because Rutter taken alone 
or incombination with any of the other prior art does not teach or fairly suggest inserting 
stabilization members into the pontoon chambers at two different planes or levels. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Koepp, Jr. is cited to show the use of plastic for the pipes making 
up the lift. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherman D. Basinger whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1 139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:00-2:30 ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on 703-308-0230. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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